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Agri-food funding opportunities

FCl4Africa call
Heinrich Boll Deadline: 1September.

June 2026

# Global Agriculture and
Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst H
German Academic Exchange Service G A F S P Food seCUrlty Program

Deadline: 30 June.
global agriculture & food security program (GAFS P) fU n d

Details here

Deadline: 15 September.

Foundation "
: Details here

Scholarship

Details here

Issue 7 lands at a turning point.
The IRC-FNSSA governance

is fully activated — the IRC

is now positioned to move
from structure to substance.
Meanwhile, the EU-Africa
policy and funding landscape
is accelerating fast: <605M
committed, new partnerships
signed, deadlines approaching.

This edition keeps you ahead

of it all — funding calls, policy
shifts, events, and reads,
curated for the people building
AU-EU agri-food cooperation.

Your next move starts here

— and if this is useful to you,
it's useful to someone in your
network. Pass it on

With governance fully in place, the IRC-FNSSA is now positioned to move from structure
to substance. Stay tuned for more developmenst in the next edition !

IRC on FNSSA developments

Between April and May 2026, the IRC-FNSSA completed a structured
series of governance activation sessions. The Governance Kick-

Off (14 April) launched the transition from institutional design to
coordinated delivery. The EAC Onboarding (18 May) established the
IRC's independent scientific quality assurance layer, with the soil health
pilot and FNSSA Roadmap 2027-2036 as first advisory tasks. The FWG
and EWG Onboarding (19 May) activated the thematic implementation
engines responsible for co-designing and delivering Joint Work
Programmes. The Council Onboarding (20 May) established executive
oversight and strategic coordination capacity. The Anchor Institutions
Onboarding (20 May) grounded the IRC’s architecture at national and
regional level — together completing the full activation of the IRC-
FNSSA governance system.

On 27 May, in the end of the Agrinatura Annual Conference, a
participatory session on “Navigating the Food Systems Polycrisis:
Anticipating Future Research Priorities through Africa-Europe
Partnerships” concluded that fragmented efforts are no longer
sufficient — and that anticipatory research, stronger cross-stakeholder
coordination, local ownership, and evidence-to-policy mechanisms are
essential pathways for scalable food systems transformation across
Africa and Europe.

More details here



https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/106344666/admin/page-posts/published/
https://witnews.eu/fci4africa-launches-e400000-open-call/
https://witnews.eu/fci4africa-launches-e400000-open-call/
https://www2.daad.de/deutschland/stipendium/datenbank/en/21148-scholarship-database/?detail=10000124

Read Membership
Terms here

Some Funding
Opportunities

DIV Fund

Deadline: ongoing
DIV FUND
SIPRA Challenge Fund
ZOAC wmxdreh\e; o, e e

Draper Richards Kaplan Foundation call

Deadline: ongoing

ﬁ Draper Richards Kaplan

FOUNDATION

Details here

Don’t miss your window —
review these opportunities and
start your application today!

Deadline: ongoing

Agri-food platforms

Women in farming in the EU

Apply here

Access Agriculture’s Ask Agi platform
for questions on sustainable agriculture,
organic farming, and rural development.

Ask your question here

CallsforIRC membership

Apply for
membership here

The National Research Foundation (NRF) of
South Africa launched calls for funders to join
the IRC during the Joint GEH-FOSC Meeting
on 28 May 2025 in Montpellier, France, the
Sustainability Research and Innovation Africa
Satellite Event held on 4-6 June 2025 in
Nairobi, Kenya, and the High-Level Meeting of
African Heads of Research Councils, held on 6
August 2025, in Sandton, South Africa.

However, all researchers, academics, advisers, innovators,
funders, practitioners, extension specialists, NGO workers,
policy makers, and representatives of youth or women's
organizations are invited.

AU-EU UPCOMING ¢«
AGRI-FOOD EVENTS

12-21 12-21June, Yaoundé, Cameroon, Yaoundeé
JUIN International Exhibition of Enterprise, SMEs
2026 and Partnership (PROMOTE).

freTrartml  Apply here
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Science Week :

CAFRI

Centre for African Food
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17-19 June, Agritec Africa 2026,
KICC, Nairobi, Kenya.

Apply here

24-25 June, Food week, Basel,
Switzerland.

Apply here

1-3 July, CIRAWA Agroecology
Conference, Accra, Ghana.

Apply here

27-31July, 9th Africa Agribusiness
and Science Week and 10th FARA
General Assembly, Abuja, Nigeria.

Apply here

7-8 August African FoodResearch &
InnovationConference, online

Apply here

10-13 August ,14th International
Conference on Agriculture & Food,
Burgas, Bulgaria.

Apply here



https://irc-ceafirst.org/irc-membership/
https://irc-ceafirst.org/irc-membership/
https://www.div.fund/apply
https://metameta.nl/serverspecific/default/images/File/regenerative-agriculture/OpenCallForProposals_SIPRA_CFLargeGrant_Facility.pdf
https://www.drkfoundation.org/apply/
https://africanfarming.net/events/event-news/agritec-africa-2026-set-to-drive-agricultural-innovation-in-nairobi
https://www.salonpromote.org/
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/women-farmers_en#women-in-farming-platform
https://www.accessagriculture.org/ask-agi
https://foodweek.thepeopleevents.com/about
https://africa-agriexpo.com/registration.html
https://cirawa.eu/events/cirawa-agroecology-conference/
https://aasw.faraafrica.org/
https://afric.cafri.org/
https://www.sciencebg.net/en/conferences/agriculture-and-food/

31 August - 3 September, Africa
Food Systems Forum 2026
Summit, Kigali Convention
Centre, Rwanda.

Apply here

6th Edition of Global Conference on

AGRICULTURE AND
HORTICULTURE

QWe want your
feedback!

We would very much appreciate your
insights about our newsletter, so we
can tailor its content to better align

14-16 September, Global

PN = AFRICAFOOD
(' SYSTEMS FORUM 2026

Conference on Agriculture &
Horticulture, Rome, Italy.

Apply here

with your interests.

Kindly take a few minutes to fill in our

short survey here

Selected agri-food reads

Register your participation —
several of these events are just
weeks away !

From organic trends to fertiliser debates — this month’s reads cover

the full spectrum. Pick the one that challenges your assumptions!

Read it here

Read it here

Food and === pm Food and FIBL & IFOAM Organics
§ Agriculture T Agriculture Internaional. The
Organization. B Tuesmaus, Organization. world of organic
Africa Regional | e The status el Cgriculture. Statistics
; Overview of Food k- of land & Emerging Trends
@ Security and ol tenure and ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 2026
& Nutrition 2025. governance.

Read it here

World Bank UN Trade and Stakeholdgr Forum
Anew regne e epends Group. Scaling Development. for a Sustainable
e i [NNOVAtion to Evidence and Future. Paper 7:
Boost Food potentialities Financing fh? Trlple
Systems and of regional Planetary Crisis
Support Job value chains in of Cheml.cal.s oncf
Creation. Sub-Saharan Waste,.BlodlverSIty
Africa using and Cl/mate Change,
cumulation. of a series of
governance papers

World Health Grain.org.

Organization. Can African .

Prioritizing food

food safety systems -J olN I RC .

issues related thrive m m

to chemical without CO U n Ity

water quality chemical H

in agrifood fertilisers? a n d l |ve

systems 8 e

s discussions

Click here



https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/de807258-f1ea-460e-8333-3f3b2ce1b4ae
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/10293134-009e-416b-876b-84158530c89d
https://www.fibl.org/fileadmin/documents/shop/1861-organic-world-2026.pdf
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/13/5876
https://unctad.org/publication/evidence-and-potentialities-regional-value-chains-sub-saharan-africa-using-cumulation
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2026/03/26/scaling-innovation-to-boost-food-systems-and-support-job-creation
https://stakeholderforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/sdg2030-Governance-Paper-7-Financing-the-Triple-Planetary-Crisis-Boljkovac-Dodds-et-al-23-Nov-2025.pdf
https://grain.org/e/7375
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240117105
https://faraafrica.community/leap4fnssa/irc/cea-first/join
https://agri-conferences.com/
https://my.afs-forum.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1aLuNBRzcTD-KAWss6HG4cvYZt_oSKbQmto4B0W4dNOM/edit

AU-EU agri-food news

The European Commission has launched
Africa Initiative IV (Horizon Europe 2026-2027),
committing ~<605M across 30 calls to advance
EU-Africa research and innovation cooperation
across four priorities: Public Health, Green
Transition, Innovation and Technology, and
Capacities for Science.

More details here

The EUDR Simplification Package reduces
compliance costs by ~75% and eases
administrative burden for companies in
global agricultural supply chains — without
changing the regulation’s core requirements
or deadlines (December 2026 / June 2027).

More details here

The EU and AfCFTA Secretariat signed an MoU
on 20 April 2026, establishing a trade and
investment cooperation framework backed by
<1.2B+ in Team Europe support — making the
EU the AfCFTA Secretariat’s largest partner

More details here

The EU and SADC reaffirmed their partnership
on 28 April 2026, with €195.9M mobilised
across ten regional projects covering peace,
agriculture, trade, and digital — coinciding with
the 10th anniversary of the EU-SADC Economic
Partnership Agreement.

More details here

The 24th edition of PanAfrican Agriculture
centres on closing Africa’s $65 billion annual
agri-food financing gap, calling for innovative
and scalable solutions ahead of the third
FINAS Summit in Nairobi in June 2026.

More details here

Videos

The donor dialogue held on 25th June 2025 by the
Strengthening Evidence-Based Policy Practice
for Sustainable Food Systems (StEPPFoS) team
spotlighted the urgent need to strengthen the
science-policy interface (SPI) in Africa to build
resilient, equitable, and nutrition-sensitive food
systems.

Watch it here

A new European Commission study identifies
climate change as the primary force reshaping
EU agriculture and confirms that adaptation is
already underway, with findings intended to
guide more targeted policy support for farm
resilience and long-term viability through
2040.

More details here

These developments signal
where the policy and funding
landscape is heading. Follow the
links that matter to your work!

CEA-FIRST announcements

YPARD and CORAF have launched the CEA-
FIRST IRC Cafés, a mentorship webinar series
supporting young professionals and women
in building careers within AU-EU agrifood
research and innovation, with the first session
planned for June 2026. Details here

The CEA-FIRST Gender and Youth Working
Group, led by YPARD and CORAF with support
from FARA, CIRAD, CSIR, and FAQ, is launching
a 2026 series of experience-sharing sessions
to strengthen the integration of gender and
youth perspectives across AU-EU agrifood
research, innovation, governance, and policy
processes.

Details here

Know a young professional or
woman in agrifood who should
be in these spaces?

Share these opportunities with
anybody interested!

GET CONNECTED

Visit our website Follow us on LinkedIn
here. page.

Watch our IRC
explanatory video here

Sign up for our
newsletter here
We would very much appreciate your insights about our newsletter,

so we can tailor its content to better align with your interests.
Kindly take a few minutes to fill in our short survey here

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe programme “Food, bioeconomy natural resources, agriculture
Funded by and environment” under grant agreement n® 101136771. Views of the opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
the European Union necessarily re_ﬂect those of the European Union or of the European Research Executive Agency, as granting authority. Neither the European Union
nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.


https://ypard.net/posts/gywg-experience-sharing-sessions
https://irc-ceafirst.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKnvsd6xkSN1XDbAqSBITEmbZV4N31FmVaeNksi_vVeyS-Hw/viewform
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/irc-ceafirst/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/irc-ceafirst/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr8LiR191cQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-bZiRy21zRNhJslpI39iVQSmLJDvp3Jgo2DPSm2Jq4-_0XA/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAUYLSXUphI
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african-union-au/horizon-europe-launches-africa-initiative-iv-under-2026%E2%80%932027-work-programme_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/media/news/strengthening-eu-farming-resilience-study-confirms-key-adaptation-pathways-2026-05-20_en
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/smovzh-tanya-79901314_eudr-sustainability-share-7458146026261000192-ontt?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAEenLLABDHeuiApBWSzs3tnOtXKdJDPv5xs
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/african-union-au/european-union-and-afcfta-secretariat-strengthen-their-partnership-promote-intra-african-trade-and_en
https://www.sadc.int/latest-news/sadc-and-eu-deepen-partnership-boost-trade-and-regional-integration
https://panagrimedia.com/24th-edition/

