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FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

EIT Food has launched the Proof-of-Concept Co-
Financing Instrument designed to financially de-risk
. commercial collaborations between agrifood startups stakeholders. Targets: start-ups, SMEs,
ert I:ODd and corporates, helping promising solutions reach the research organisations from all African
market faster. countries. Deadline: 30 September 2025.

Details here

FS4AFRICA OC 1aims to provide financial
support to research and technology

Farming in a changing climate demands resilient innovations,
equitable access, and strong partnerships. In this fourth edition

of the CEA-FIRST Newsletter, we bring you concrete updates from
across the Africa-Europe FNSSA (Food and Nutrition Security and
Sustainable Agriculture) landscape. You'll find the newly developed
International Research Consortium (IRC) Strategy and Operational
Plan, fresh calls for IRC membership and Working Groups, and a
new Clustering Tool to map research and innovation networks.

We also spotlight the Gender and Youth Strategy—moving from
commitments to measurable inclusion, with targets for women's and
youth leadership across FNSSA initiatives.

Beyond project updates, this issue curates funding opportunities
(from Horizon Europe to CFC, FS4Africa, EIT Food, and women- and
youth-focused grants), a rich calendar of upcoming events from
Uppsala to Cape Town and Brussels, and new courses, publications,
and datasets that can strengthen your work. Whether you are a
researcher, a programme manager, farmer, agri-business man/
woman, funder, or youth leader, this newsletter connects you to
the partnerships, tools, and opportunities shaping sustainable food
systems today.

Consultation
on the IRC
on FNSSA -
Strategy and
Operational
Plan

Through consultation with
external stakeholders at
national, regional and
continental level, we have
developed a Strategy

and Operational Plan,
which provides a unified
framework to operationalize
the International Research
Consortium (IRC) on Food,
Nutrition Security and
Sustainable Agriculture
(FNSSA) under the AU-EU
partnership. There were
identified key areas where
IRC can contribute as well
as IRC’s essential roles and
added value.

Read more



https://irc-ceafirst.org/consultation-on-the-irc-on-fnssa-strategic-and-operational-plan/
https://afchub.org/funding/fs4africa-oc-1
https://www.eitfood.eu/open-calls/proof-of-concept-co-financing-instrument

CallsforIRC membership

The National Research Foundation (NRF) of South Africa
launched calls for funders to join the IRC during the
Joint GEH-FOSC Meeting on 28 May 2025 in Montpellier,
France, the Sustainability Research and Innovation
Africa Satellite Event held on 4-6 June 2025 in Nairobi,
Kenya, and the High-Level Meeting of African Heads of
Research Councils, held on 6 August 2025, in Sandton,
South Africa.

However, all researchers, academics, advisers,
innovators,funders, practitioners, extensionspecialists,
NGO workers, policy makers, and representatives of
youth or women'’s organizations are invited.

IRC clustering
tool: a network
intelligence tool

To strengthen EU-AU research
coordination and knowledge
brokerage under the FNSSA
partnership, CEA-FIRST has
launched a Clustering Tool
that maps and analyzes groups
of R&I projects and initiatives
by theme, geography, and
institutions. Building on the
LEAP4FNSSA approach, it
supports the structuring of
the International Research
Consortium (IRC) by organizing

Read Membership
Terms here

Roadmap themes

information on projects, The tool also underpins IRC operationalization and links with
stakeholders, and expertise complementary platforms such as the FNSSA project database to power
into meaningful “clusters.” knowledge extraction, and partnerships.

Access here The following dashboards will be accessible to the IRC members:

1. IRC Members: find and locate IRC organizations and experts
2. FNSSA Projects: explore project coordinators and partner networks
3. FNSSA Initiatives: scan programmes and initiatives across FNSSA

The gender and youth strategy for the AU-EU FNSSA partnership stress-

es that transformation of food systems cannot occur without women

and youth as central actors. Building on the CEA-FIRST Gender and Youth
Strategy and Action Plan, inputs from YPARD, CORAF and partners call

for embedding gender-transformative and youth-responsive approaches
directly into the FNSSA Roadmap 2027-2037. This includes making gender
and youth inclusion a requirement for project eligibility, ensuring Monitor-
ing, Evaluation and Learning (MEL) systems track not just participation but
also leadership roles, and prioritizing inclusive capacity building—aligned
with the AU target of at least 50% women in PhD training.


https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiM2Q2Mzc4YjItYThkYi00ODk4LWIwYmQtMGM1Mzc3ZmZmOWVjIiwidCI6IjBlNDM3MmQ5LTU4NTgtNGNlMS05OTYzLWE0ODZmY2IwODM3NyJ9
https://irc-ceafirst.org/irc-membership/
https://irc-ceafirst.org/irc-membership/

In the IRC Functional Working Groups Strategy, the recommendations go further by requiring women and
youth to actively shape decisions and innovation processes. Proposals include at least 30% representation
of women and youth in governance, gender- and youth-sensitive MEL indicators with annual reporting
dashboards, and institutionalized training in digital, financial, and leadership skills. Commmunication outputs
should also highlight inclusive success stories. Together, these measures shift the FNSSA agenda from
rhetorical commitment to concrete, measurable inclusion, ensuring women and youth are co-owners of

Africa-Europe food systems transformation.

Next IRC related steps

FNSSA 2027-2036
Roadmap

Establishment of the IRC
Functional Working Groups,
which act as operational engines
of the IRC, designed to deliver
function-specific outputs (e.g.,
research pilots, curricula, policy
briefs, innovation partnerships)
that are aligned with the
Roadmap and embedded in
regional contexts.

Launch calls for IRC Working groups’
participation, for the following ecosystems:
Research; Education; Advisory Services;
Policy Think Tank; Agrifood Enterprises;
Funding, Gender and Youth (cross-group
enabler); Communication (cross-group
enabler); and Digitalization (cross-group
enabler).
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Innovation Fair
“ENABLING THAT STEP FORWARD”
#MakingItPossible #NotARegularEvent

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)
FOR INNOVATORS' PITCHES

S

Side events at the Innovation Fair

The role of EU-

AU R&l strategies

in contributing

to Africa’s food
future - Insights
from the CEA-FIRST
and AfriFOODLlinks
projects

Co-construction
of IRC SOP and IRC
Funders Working
Group at the
Innovation Fair
“Enabling that step
forward”, on 23
October 2025, in
Brussels, Belgium.

Register here

Register here

Some Funding Opportunities

The Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) seeks to
support transformative, high-impact projects that not
only increase smallholder incomes but also contribute
to the regeneration of ecosystems.Targets: MEs,
cooperatives, social enterprises, NGOs, and public or
private sector entities that are based or have active
operations in one of more of the 101 member countries.

CFC Deadline:

36 29 September 2025
common fund for

1989 - 2025 .
commodities Details here

EIT Food has launched the Proof-of-Concept Co-
Financing Instrument designed to financially de-risk
commercial collaborations between agrifood startups
and corporates, helping promising solutions reach the
market faster.

Deadline:
@ Food 30 September/31O0ctober/
30 November 2025

Click here
for more

Upcoming Events

Science for Sustainability 2025,
30 September - 2 October 2025,
Helsinki, Finland, Late registration
deadline: 16 September.

Details here

2025 Gender Conference, 7-9
October 2025, Capetown, South
Africa, Registration deadline 26
September 2025

Details here

10th AfriLabs Annual Gathering
13-15 October 2025, Nairobi, Kenya.

Details here



https://www.africaeuropeinnovation.net/event/innovation-fair/
https://elomake.helsinki.fi/lomakkeet/136626/lomake.html
https://www.common-fund.org/call-for-proposals
https://www.eitfood.eu/open-calls/proof-of-concept-co-financing-instrument
https://www.genderinag2025.com/
https://afrilabsgathering.com/
https://www.helsinki.fi/en/conferences/science-sustainability-2025

Agri4D 2025, 23-25 September

SELECTED pUBLICATIONS S 207 ety 2025, Uppsala, Sweden, Registration

deadline (for online participation)
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SystemShifters in Food

On 18 September (12:00
CET) & 19 September (16:00
CET) 2025, organized by
EIT Food, in person, The

e sustainability )
Details here Netherlands.
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coherence for healthy
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online, organized by

Join IRC Productive and FAQ elearn‘ing Academy,
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. Agriculture to Harness
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evelopment.
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I online, organized by EIT
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Sustainability, 17(13),

Click here >876.

. Details here



https://www.slu.se/en/collaboration/international-collaboration/slu-global/agri4d/
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/rtd/items/875495/en
https://cop30.br/pt-br
https://learning.eitfood.eu/courses/systemshifters
https://learning.eitfood.eu/courses/inspire-circular-agrifood
https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?id=1295
https://learning.eitfood.eu/courses/inspire-explore
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/1e0d7455-e8fe-11ef-b5e9-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://chooser.crossref.org/?doi=10.4060%2Fcd4228en
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/17/13/5876
https://fews.net/sites/default/files/2025-06/FEWS_NET_Global_Food_Security_Update_06232025.pdf
https://faraafrica.community/leap4fnssa/irc/cea-first/join

Funding Opportunities

360 WOMAN AFRICA WOMEN-IN- BUSINESS GRANT
2025 dedicated to supporting and empowering
women-led businesses across Nigeria.

Deadline:
S October 2025

Details here

African rood
Changemakers
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DATABASES

Africa-Europe Innovation Platform (AEIP)

A vibrant “network of networks” connecting
startups, researchers, investors, and
policymakers across Africa and Europe. It
fosters inclusive innovation ecosystems

and supports the AU-EU Innovation Agenda
through capacity building, funding access, and

GREEN MONEY PROJECT: CULTIVATING YOUTH IN
AGRICULTURE aimed at empowering Nigerian youth
through agriculture.

n Money

preery Deadline:
roject:
Cultivat i 30 October 2025

Details here

strategic partnerships.

Sub-National Harmonized Food Insecurity
Dataset (HFID)

An open-source dataset consolidating IPC,
FEWS NET, WFP’s FCS, and rCSl indicators. HFID
enables predictive modeling and deep analysis

Building Resilience in Agriculture this funding
opportunity will support innovative projects that
apply science and innovation in a real-world context,

focused on feasible, nature-positive solutions. Target:

individual project leaders with sufficient experience
leading solutions-based regenerative projects on

a farm, in a farming community, or in an impacted
landscape adjacent to cultivated land.

NATIONAL Deadline:
GEOGRAPHIC 30 September 2025

SOCIETY

of food insecurity trends at sub-national
levels—crucial for humanitarian response and
policy planning.

EU Transition Pathways Platform

A stakeholder support platform guiding
industrial ecosystems, including agri-food,
toward greener, more digital, and resilient
futures. It's a collaborative space for
aligning with the EU Industrial Strategy and
accelerating sustainable transformation.

CALL FOR PROPOSALS: SIPRA CHALLENGE FUND
LARGE GRANT FACILITY PROGRAM offers funding
for innovative, high impact proposals that address
critical challenges in Sudan’s rainfed agricultural
value chains and interconnected systems, including
poultry, livestock, and horticulture.

Deadline:
Rolling

Details here
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Videos

The donor dialogue held on 25th June 2025 by the
Strengthening Evidence-Based Policy Practice
for Sustainable Food Systems (StEPPFoS) team
spotlighted the urgent need to strengthen the
science-policy interface (SPI) in Africa to build
resilient, equitable, and nutrition-sensitive food
systems.

Watch it here

Funded by
the European Union

UN Food Systems Hub - Database of Practices
A global repository of good practices
submitted by countries and coalitions. It
showcases scalable solutions for transforming
food systems, from school meal programs

to climate-smart agriculture, empowering
stakeholders to replicate and adapt successful
models.

GET CONNECTED

Visit our website
here.

Follow us on LinkedIn
page.

Watch our IRC
explanatory video here

Sign up for our
newsletter here

We would very much appreciate your insights about our newsletter,
so we can tailor its content to better align with your interests.
Kindly take a few minutes to fill in our short survey here

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe programme “Food, bioeconomy natural resources, agriculture

and environment” under grant agreement n° 101136771. Views of the opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not
necessarily reflect those of the European Union or of the European Research Executive Agency, as granting authority. Neither the European Union
nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.


https://irc-ceafirst.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKnvsd6xkSN1XDbAqSBITEmbZV4N31FmVaeNksi_vVeyS-Hw/viewform
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/106344666/admin/page-posts/published/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr8LiR191cQ
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc-bZiRy21zRNhJslpI39iVQSmLJDvp3Jgo2DPSm2Jq4-_0XA/viewform
https://afchub.org/funding/360-woman-africa-women-in-business-grant-2025
https://afchub.org/funding/green-money-project-cultivating-youth-in-agriculture
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/grants-and-investments/rfp-building-resilience-in-agriculture/
https://afchub.org/funding/call-for-proposals-sipra-challenge-fund-large-grant-facility-program
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vAUYLSXUphI
https://www.africaeuropeinnovation.net/
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/publication/monthly-sub-national-harmonized-food-insecurity-dataset-hfid-comprehensive-analysis_en
https://transition-pathways.europa.eu/
https://www.unfoodsystemshub.org/hub-solution/database-of-practices/en

