
 

 

 

 

THE 15TH AFRICA DAY FOR FOOD AND NUTRITION SECURITY 

(ADFNS) COMMEMORATION AND 20TH COMPREHENSIVE AFRICA 

AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME (CAADP) 

PARTNERSHIP PLATFORM  

 
A SIDE EVENT 

 

Sub-theme title: Sub-theme 1: Engaging Research and Innovation to Build Digital and 
Climate-Resilient Agrifood Systems 

Session Title: CEA-FIRST Policy Forum: Bridging Research and Policy through the 
AU-EU International Research Consortium on Food Nutrition Security 
and Sustainable Agriculture 

Date and time: 30 0ctober 2024 |  16:00-18:00 

Venue Rainbow Towers Hotel & Conference Centre, Harare (ZI) and online 
 

Convener / 
Session 
Leads: 

Dr. Rose Omari; Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Science and 
Technology Policy Research Institute (Ghana) / Sithembile Mwamakamba; 
Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy Analysis Network (South Africa) 
/ Antti Autio; University of Helsinki (Finland) / Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong; 
Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (Ghana) 

Speakers, 
presenters, and 
panelists 

1) Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong, FARA 

2) Dr. Tobias Takavarasha, FANRPAN  

3) Dr. Rose Omari, CSIR-GH  

4) Dr. Philippe Petithuguenin, CIRAD 

5) Dr. Clement Adjorlolo, AUDA-NEPAD 

6) Dr. Laila Lokosang D-ARBE (AUC) 

7) ,  Session Moderator 1) Sithembile Mwamakamba (Food, Agriculture and Natural Resources Policy 
Analysis Network) 

2) Antti Autio (University of Helsinki) 
3)  
4)  
5)  
 

Session Rapporteur  
 

1) Dr. Rose Omari, CSIR-GH (romari@csir.org.gh) 
2) Dr. Rachel Mkandawire, FANRPAN (rmkandawire@fanrpan.org) 

mailto:romari@csir.org.gh
mailto:rmkandawire@fanrpan.org


Description of the 
Session 

The CEA-FIRST Policy Forum will bring together policymakers, funders, and 
higher education institutions to strengthen the AU-EU International Research 
Consortium (IRC) on Food Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture 
(FNSSA). Through structured dialogue and interactive sessions, participants 
will explore ways to reduce fragmentation in AU-EU collaboration, enhance 
evidence-based policymaking, and improve coordination of FNSSA-related 
funding. Keynote speakers and experts will provide insights into the IRC’s role 
in FNSSA collaborations, while interactive discussions will gather input to shape 
the IRC’s strategic direction, encouraging stakeholder dialogue and innovation 
for Africa’s agricultural systems. 
 
The session’s collaborative format will encourage dialogue between 
stakeholders and support CAADP’s agenda to create robust, evidence-based 
policy environments that drive innovation and inclusivity across Africa’s 
agricultural systems.This forum directly supports CAADP’s mission by 
addressing gaps in research, fostering strategic coordination, and promoting 
policies that contribute to Africa’s agricultural transformation and Agenda 2063 
goals.  
 

Session Agenda   
Time Agenda Item Speaker 
16:00-
16:20 

Welcome remarks and 
introduction to the IRC 

Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong, FARA 
 

16:20-
17:20 

Panel discussion: 
Enhancing uptake of 
research evidence to 
influence policy-making 
processes 
 

• Dr. Tobias Takavarasha, 
FANRPAN  

• Dr. Rose Omari, CSIR-GH  

• Dr. Philippe Petithuguenin, 
CIRAD 

• Dr. Clement Adjorlolo, AUDA-
NEPAD  

• Dr. Laila Lokosang D-ARBE 
17:20-
18:00 

Open discussion, summary 
and closing remarks 
 

All Participants, facilitated by the 
moderators 

 

Session language English 

Expected 
participants 

Regional and National policy makers such as AU-EU officials, national 
ministries of agriculture, national scientific advisory councils, but also R&I 
funders, higher education & research organisations, private sector 
representatives, and civil society organisations that strive to work for Food and 
Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture. 

Registration link https://helsinki.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_l9B6U1myQ3CgcdUb6M7png 

 
Contact/Focal 
Person 

Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong, +233 54 433 8278, ifrempong@faraafrica.org 

Sithembile Mwamakamba, +27 82 799 1382, smwamakamba@fanrpan.org 
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